Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.110; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.1. 
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 8 H 8 O 4 ÁH 2 O, contains two organic molecules which are connected by the two water molecules through O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming an R 4 4 (12) ring. Further O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds assemble these rings through R 6 6 (18) rings, giving rise to infinite helical chains arranged around the b axis. These helical chains are assembled by offset -stacking interactions [centroid-centroid distance = 3.6432 (8) Å ] between the aromatic rings of neigboring chains, forming a supramolecular network. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Hydrogen-bonding interactions between ligands are specific and directional. In this sense, 2-hydroxy-3-methoxybenzoic acid is an excellent candidate for the construction of supramolecular complexes, which have multiple coordination modes and form regular hydrogen bonds functioning as both a hydrogen-bond donor and acceptor (Kozlevcar et al., 2006 , Liu et al., 2007 , Moncol et al., 2006 . Recently, we obtained the title compound of (I) under hydrothermal condition.
Related literature
The asymmetric unit of the title compound (I) contains two molecules which are connected by the water molecules trough O-H···O hydrogen bonds building up a R 4 4 (12) ring (Etter et al., 1990; Bernstein et al., 1995) (Table 1 Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y+1, −z; (ii) −x+2, −y+1, −z.
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